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Decomposition score for estimation the time of death in tropical zone

a ) a +4
mﬁﬂszmmammﬂcluﬂ‘wm'minmgummﬂwmaumnaumsmamu

Krittin Meewuttisom, M.D.*, Nitikorn Poriswanish, M.D.*
* Department of Forensic Medicine, Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, Bangkok 10700, Thailand.
Ay fydiaw, wa.t, Aans TSandvd, wa.t

a  aa s 7aa a o a
fﬂ7ﬂ??f’lu@!?ﬂfﬂ’7ﬁ'¢15 AUSUNNYIAATATITIVNG 118 UH1ING1aeuaa NgUNN 10700, szmealng

Abstract

Objective: To introduce the score for estimate postmortem interval in decomposed corpse in tropical

countries.

Materials and Methods: 818 Bodies from Tsunami was investigated by department of forensic
medicine, Siriraj hospital, Mahidol University in December 28th 2004 — January 1st 2005. The
document and photographic data from this process will be used in study. The total cases were
classified into 4 groups regarding to postmortem interval (48-72 hours, 96-120 hours, >120-144 hours
and >144-168 hours) and look for postmortem parameters (skin discoloration, bloating, skin bleb and

slippage, hair loss, skeletonization, and insect activity) and total sum-score of these parameters.

Results: These parameters are occur same time as previous study in Thailand. The sum-score of these

parameters may be useful for estimate postmortem interval period.

Conclusion: This study result should be used to estimate postmortem interval with others methods for

accuracy estimation.

Keywords: decomposition, postmortem interval, tropical zone.
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None

Pink

Marbling

Green

Green/Black

Black and moist

Beyond black 1 (grey and moist)

Beyond black 2 (light brown and dry)

1. None

2. Begin bloat
------ 3. Full bloat

4. Partial deflate

5. Fully deflate

2T 2. LAAIAZLULLAZANHIZNNTLINDATEIAN (b)
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1. None

2

Minimal bleb
3. More bleb, minimal slippage (<50%)

4. Most slippage (50-75%)

_k}l

Nearly all slippage (>75-100%)
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2N 3. LL@mﬁmzrmzmil,ﬁmfiuﬁmm;ﬁwﬁmqm@@ﬂLm:mﬂﬁﬂmuu‘imLﬁauﬁuwuﬁawmmum (c)

2. Hair loss

1. No

2. Facial bone exposed 25 %

3. Facial bone exposed 50 %

4. Facial bone exposed 75 %

5. Facial bone exposed 100 %

6. Extremity - subcutaneous exposed

7. Extremity — muscle and tendon exposed
8. Extremity - ligament and tenure structure

preserved

9. Extremity - bone exposed
10. Bare Bone

, .
NINT 5. LARIAZLULLAZANHILTIDINNINGAAENTDILHDIERBENANNIZAN (e)
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AT 6. WARSANETUZTAY Insect activity
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STATLINTUKIANE AUIUFAIDEY Sasaz
48-72 dlus 187 22.9
96-120 oty 259 31.7
>120-144 dala 224 27.4
>144-168 Falu 148 18.1
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< 1% 'Y 1% %
AzuuumMsilanuulad LIRTURIANE LIRIURIAE LIRTURIANE LIRINRIAE

WDIRIUUILF LI UATHE 48-72 o, 96-120 TN, >120-144 9. >144-168 TH.
4. Green AU 36 0 0 0
Fauay 19.3 0 0 0
5. Green/Black AU 60 0 0 0
Saaay 32.1 0 0 0
6. Black and moist AU 91 169 4 0
fnaay 487 65.3 1.8 0
7. Beyond black 1 U 0 90 83 4
(Grey and moist) Satay 0 34.7 37.1 2.7
8. Beyond black 2 AU 0 0 137 144
(Light brown and dry) Saeay 0 0 61.2 97.3

dl = dl = a o a =
AN999 3. LAPNNANNTAN AN s UL LAY R TaRI NN LTI AT Y (aH)

pzuuumsilasunlacd LIRIUARIANE IRINRAIANE LIRIURIANE LIRINRAIRNE
WAIRINUILSLIUAG 48-72 7. 96-120 . >120-144 %y. >144-168 .
1. None AU 1 0 0 0
fneq 0.5 0 0 0
2. Pink AU 5 0 0 0
Fauay 2.7 0 0 0
3. Marbling AU 18 0 0 0
Saaay 96 0 0 0
4. Green AU 55 0 0 0
fauqz 29.4 0 0 0
5. Green/Black AU 28 1 0 0
Faang 15 0.4 0 0
6. Black and moist AU 80 36 1 0
Sag 42.8 13.9 0.4 0
7. Beyond black 1 AU 0 219 33 0
(Grey and moist) faeay 0 84.6 14.7 0
8. Beyond black 2 AU 0 3 190 148
(Light brown and dry) Saeaz 0 1.2 84.8 100

A397 4. WAPNKANIIANENTB9NTT AL asRaaaRamTlaLFII a6 (aT)
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AzuuumMsIlasuulasd LIRINRIAE LIRINRIANE LIRIURIANE LIRINRIAE

WBININUILITLIULT U 48-72 %Y. 96-120 TN. >120-144 %y. >144-168 ThH.
1. None AU 5 0 0 0
faeny 2.7 0 0 0
2. Pink AU 5 0 0 0
HOHlH 2.7 0 0 0
3. Marbling AU 25 0 0 0
fauqz 13.4 0 0 0
4. Green AU 45 0 0 0
Faaay 24.1 0 0 0
5. Green/Black AU 27 1 0 0
faaay 14.4 0.4 0 0
6. Black and moist AU 80 70 1 0
fnaay 428 27.0 0.4 0
7. Beyond black 1 AU 0 187 46 0
(Grey and moist) Satay 0 72.2 20.5 0
8. Beyond black 2 AU 0 1 177 148
(Light brown and dry) Sneay 0 0.4 79.0 100

= = = = & o a
AN999 5. LAPNNANNTAN AN AU L avRTIaINI M LTI L TWaN (aL)

Azuuumslasuuilas LIRINRAIANE IRIURIANE LIRINRAIANE LIRINRIANE
MIUINDAURIAN 48-72 TN, 96-120 TN. >120-144 . >144-168 Tx.
1. None AU 1 0 0 0
Snuay 05 0 0 0
2. Begin bloat AU 90 0 0 0
Snuay 48.1 0 0 0
3. Full bloat AU 93 0 0 0
Snuay 49.7 0 0 0
4. Partial deflate AU 3 259 203 10
O 16 100 90.6 6.8
5. Fully deflate AU 0 0 21 138
Snuay 0 0 9.4 93.2

N = A =
ANTNN 6. LARINANNTANEITIaINTILAE UL LaINITLIINEATRIAN (b)
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AzuuumMsiAuLLAg LIAINRAIANE LIAINRAIANE LIATURIANE LATNRAILNE
mePnguinuazMsngRaaNIaIRIN 48-72 . 96-120 . >120-144 . >144-168 TN
1. None AU 12 0 0 0
fasiny 6.4 0 0 0
2. Minimal bleb AU 54 0 0 0
faeny 28.9 0 0 0
3. More bleb, minimal AU 94 1 0 0
slippage (<50%) fauqz 50.3 0.4 0 0
4. Most slippage (50-75%) auau 26 2 0 0
fasiny 13.9 0.8 0 0
5. Nearly all slippage AU 1 256 224 148
(>75-100%) faeay 0.5 98.8 100 100
AN 7. memamsﬁﬂmmmnmﬁmjmﬁﬁLL@wqmmnmmamﬁa (c)
Azuuumstlasuwlag LIATRAIANE LIATRAIANE LIATRAIANE LIATRAINE
miuqméqwmﬁuuu 48-72 M. 96-120 1. >120-144 4A. >144-168 4.
1. No AU 173 11 0 0
fnaay 925 42 0 0
2. Hair loss AU 14 248 224 148
fatay 7.5 95.8 100 100
ANS4T 8. WAPNHANTANHINUGATINTBUEUNN (d)
AzuuumMsAuuAg LIAINRAIENE LIRTUAIANE LIAINRAIeNE LIRTUARIANE
msuqmaanmmﬁf'aLﬁaaanqqnnsz@n 48-72 Tia. 96-120 TN. >120-144 %y. >144-168 TN,
1. No AU 187 262 203 121
fany 100 97.3 90.6 81.8
2. Facial bone exposed AU 0 6 10 15
(25%) Saeny 0 2.3 4.5 10.1
3. Facial bone exposed AU 0 1 9 9
(50%) Yatiaz 0 0.4 4.0 6.1
4. Facial bone exposed AU 0 0 2 3
(75%) faeiny 0 0 0.9 2.0

. v
AT 9. WARPINANIIANHNTBNNINgARENTEaIEaRaNAINNIZAN (6)
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AzhuumMalaguLilas RIURIANE RIURIANE AIURIANE LIRTURIAE

MINUNRUBULITLIUAN 48-72 3. 96-120 3. >120-144 . >144-168 .
1.No AU 183 228 135 98
HHBE 97.9 88 60.3 66.2
2. Yes AU 4 31 89 50
HE 2.1 12 39.7 33.8

AN3797 10, LAANHANIIANEIVRININLFIMUBULTINAN (F)

NAN13AN®N Decomposition score (DS) TulAazngnmIatng

1207
100
807
60

40
2 j—r—v‘r’_ﬂ‘!ﬂ_l_l_ﬂ_’_l_
120
100
80
601
40
20

Mean =222
Std. Dev. = 4.263
N =187

ye -8y

Mean =31.91
Std. Dev. = 1.153
N =259

4ozZ1-96

0
1207
100

Number

Mean =35.47
Std. Dev. = 1.451
N =224

601
4071
207

ypyL-0¢i <

i

120
1007

807 Mean =37.19

Std. Dev. = 0.777
=148

40

207

3
1
4gol-vvi<

| T T T T T T J T T I T J T T I J T T
2 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40 42

Decomposition score (DS)

299 7. naluana Decomposition score (DS) luLLﬁia::ﬂzésJﬁ'mﬂ'N

can
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120 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e A e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e A e e e e e e e A g e e e e e e e e e
Y o 5 R NSRS N NS
48-72hr
1 B AT G—G—————— W W—— - p— B 96-120hr
>120-144hr
B >144-168hr
0 J RSOSSNSO SRR SO SO SN S -
0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T -I II |I II l
10 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40
AW 8. namlugna Decomposition score (DS) Lﬁ@ﬁﬁn@uﬁq@ﬂwmLﬂ?ﬂmﬁﬂuﬁu
645 656 749 715
a0 * * 795
6098663 800:804
632,505 anaza7 Y7
783 % 807
35+ A 758*759
473" oa07 062
4790
454472
2 449
T 365
Ds 257 ©
201
157
10 -
T | T T
48-72hr 96-120hr >120-144hr >144-168hr

N 9. N9 mluans Decomposition score (DS) tarNgusatnamFaufsuiy

PMI
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PR RV AN 95%confidence Interval for Mean

AU Mean S.D. SE.

Ane Lower bound Upper bound
48-72 1N, 187 22.20 4.263 0.312 21.58 22.81
96-120 4. 259 31.91 1.153 0.072 31.77 32.05

>120-144 Iu. 224 3547 1.451 0.097 35.28 35.66
>144-168 1IN, 148 37.19 0.777 0.064 37.06 37.32

A7199 10. AT NUAAINANITAANZINNaaTAT8Y Decomposition score (DS) TuLLﬁimmjwﬁq@ﬂN

anUsranamsmni
nI7sLAEIuaNAUaEva (Skin discoloration)

dl al a o a = = tzll [~3 1 a o a o o
naagunilasRaeeRomiLFn A rrarinisasudaciandntaninFnuaidonaziauan T aelu
09 48-72 . NNTLUAsUL AR URIRIMILTIUATFY LKA azilAsunlasEiauiunansl A ag

nanuangguuy usudsann 96 o Iuliazilauuntlasetnspanaunssria asuuafng

=] a o é’ 1 2 o Y . . v
HANNIANEITeLAAEnLIdenAdesiLdeyated DiMaio 8 uavdayalulszinalng 6, 7
n17L9NBATBNAN (Bloating)

NAMAIANE 48-72 T AzBUNUANLINTUAUIIANLINAAANT wazidanaiudsmaniull 96

1 o [~ o o I k% [~3 % dl =S d” v o Y 67

T ANATARE Y UAIAUTIUAALIBE 9T AU LLANFIAN mma‘ﬂﬂmummﬂmmﬂmmﬂaiuﬂmwﬂim '
Aunan13AN N IUANNU LI AR TR LN ATNNTUANNAURI AN UL AZEING 148 F9NALNAANE

Uszmanigunginsndilszmalng

q

NIANAFNUIMAZNITNGAABNYBIAINII (Skin bleb and skin slippage)

WANMAIANE 48-72 TN ALENNLENUNLFRURIMINLALBNIHIMTILduugAaan  1DANA
FNEVAFILLE 96 TH. WUINHIMTIAzigAaanatwiulAdn nannsANENaenARasiy Parks®, Clark®, waz

Dimaio® uazdayanialulszmalng®”’
1 4 .
N7UQATNUBIALANN (Hair loss)

WLANEFNNLINIUQATNIDUAUNNNTL LA MAIAN AU 96-120 a1 Al HANNIANT

ApARFEILNIUAAELeY Parks® WAy Dimaio® wAnAE|NIIANEINNLGIAsiANUszNIns 72 TH. LA

P
| o

[asannngusinat e luinuadailiisednsmegluscazinaudsanaludasscazinafainatauiniin

nsvgAABNYBNIAIEIaaaNAINNIZeN (Skeletonization)
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TUtsERIZNAAINENINNGT  144-168 M. AZENWLINHNNINGAAANTEILDLEAEANAINAN
a = % dl = o = 4 1 a da’ dl
nszgnudnuAsHewarlunty  WawFauneuiunisdnuees Parks’  wudinaiiangnaenaediiieLe
9:/ QI a é{ o «zi d! a d%’ ¥ 1 =S a o o d” dl o dl a [ % dl
HUENAATIWINN 12 TURATUTINIINANITANEISEatUl a1alldesnnandaqeizesguu)N wazilaqeh
mlAAaEauiiataladady andudadunssnn angndnsnuaniaunsisanaaznulfiianialunan

9-10 18
NIIWLAIVUAULTIINAN (Insect activity)
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